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HOW TO RESIST INVASION

The following question was asked by a British Military
Officer who read with great interest the article in the Harijan
of July 28, 1946, on * Independence \ The Officer is a military
epgineer, widely travelled in America and Europe, and has seen,
with his own eyes the horrors of the war in Germany.

Q. In this ideal State (there is no doubt that it is ideal)
how can one be sure that outside aggression can be avoided?
If the State has no modern army with modern weapons which;
are the product of the machine age, an invading army with
modern weapons could overrun the country and subject the
inhabitants to slavery.

A. The questioner, who claims to have read and re-read
my article carefully and says he has liked it and is a military
man, has evidently missed the central point of my article, viz.
that however small a nation or even a group may be, it is able*
even as the individual, provided that it has one mind as also-
the will and the grit, to defend its honour and self-respect,
against a whole world in arms. Therein consists the matchless,
strength and beauty of the unarmed. That is non-violent defence-
which neither knows nor accepts defeat at any stage. There-
fore, a nation or a group which has made non-violence its final
policy, cannot be subjected to slavery even by the atom bomb.

Sevagram, 8-8-'46
" Harijan, 18-8-1946
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